
WINDLE PARISH COUNCIL

Presenl Councillor K.D. Roughley (Chairman)' s. A. Bligh ( Deputy Chairman)' M$. N. J. Ashqoft" W Ashcroft
Mrs. K. S. Badon" R. W. Bafion' MIs. A. Bate" Mrs. E. Uron

Also in Attendance: PC M. Pender ( Merseyside Polica)
L. J. Kilshaw (Clerk to the Council)

149. Prayers
The m€€ting was chaired by Cllr. K. D. Roughley (Chairman of the Parish Council) .
He opercd the meeting with prayers and a welcome for all present. Beforehand he had
infomed the Council ofthe sad passing away ofPeter Blackburn, folmer Asstnt.
chiefExec. St Helens Council .

I 50. Aooloeies
No apologies received

151. Mnutes
The minutes ofthe Annual Assembly held on 16'March 2010, which had previously
been made available to the Parish Councillors, were offered for confirmation.
Cllr. R. Barton, Chainnan in 2009-2010, requested an addendum to his rcport (see
min.l45.) to- indicate that he had had the privilege of lalng a rreath, on behalf of
Windle Parish Council and its residents, at the Cenotaph in Victoria Squarg St
Helens, on Remembrance Sunday in November 2009. Wlen this bad been added the
minutes w€re then acc€pted as a true and cofiect recod and signed by the Chairman
Cllr. K.D. Roughley.

ls2.Chairman's Repofi
The Cha man rcpofted that he w"s enjoying his curent year in o{fice so far, but
apologised to the Coutrcil, that he had not been able to complete his report in tim€ for
this meeting, but would do so at the Annual Meeting in May.

I 53. Financial Statement
The Clerk submitted a financial rcport, summarised as follows;

Balaace at UM:IO 
'7961

Add (proiected) rec€ipts to31/03/11 13186
21147

Less (proiectod) pa}ments to3l/03/l I 13345
@roiected) Balance at 3ll03/11 7802



154. Repons

a) Windle United Charities
No report.

b) School Govemors
It was reported that the School was facing filancial constraints in the present climate,
and was awaiting the forthcoming Budget from the Chancellor ofthe Exchequer, in
order to delemine j ust what these may be.
The School continues to maintain its high standards- both academically and on the
sponing field. The report from OFSTED was once more a very good one.

b) District Councillors
Cllr. W. Ashcroft reported that:

The problems with the shutters on the former tanning shop (84 Kiln Lane), whiclL
under n€w owne6, was now a beauticiaos, had finally been resolved, and the Dew
shuttets match perfectly the existing ones on thc shopping parade.

There are still problems with parking safely at thejunction ofKiln Lane and
Coronation Road, dng to cals parking too rear the comer and making it difficult to
enter or leave either road. Residents living nearby sometimes had difficulty in
accessing their own properties.

One business on the comer wanted to open a coffee bar and vibro-grm, *{rich caused
some coDstemation, maioly due to the perceived extra parking problems resulting
from such a move.
Therefore ,along with the Chailmaq Vice Chairman ,the Clerk and the Ward
Councillo$, an on site meeting was ananged with a representative of the Planning
Dept., the Cf,iofHigh\a€ys Officer atrd the owners ofthe business.
The application was refused, but the Highways Officer agreed to look at the ways, by
which, this comer might be made safer.

Alder Hey Road Allotments had suflered fiom a number of vandal attack, theft and
anon. Acc€ss was gained mainly ilom the brook running alongside Dodd Avenue. A
succesful bid to the Windle Ward Commifte€ resulted in the aUotment holden beins
able to e.ect a fence to minimisethe problem.

Following one particularly bad attack ofarson, it must be said here, that the local
Police Constable Ma* Pender and the CSO Simon Kelly were extrernely helpful, and
wcrt well beyond their normal call ofduty. As a result, they were both shonlisted for
an award for the commitrnent shown.
The Ward Commifte€ also gave some help in tidying up the Jim Malone Memorial
Garden at Windle lsland.
Following work on the street lighting on BI€ak Hill Road the electricity connection to
the Christmas Tree was decommissioned. Again the Ward Commiflee help€d with the
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costs of Foviding a permanent undergrcund chamber to house a new connechon,
near€r to the School Entrance and visible from three vantege points.

The severe snodalls, just before Christmas, caused the usual problems and forced the
Highways Dept. to prioritise gritting activities to ensue that all main roads and bus
routes werc kept clear of ice. The Parish experienced some problems witi Hamilton
Road, where there were som€ minor collisions and many more near misses. But it was
pointed out to Highways that as this was the main road to Bleak Hill School, and does
have the occasional bus passing along to and from the School, it should b€ added to
the priority gdtting list. lt is a source ofdelight to inform that they listened and we ar€
now told that the road is being gritted.
Again in Hamilton Road the question of flooding has rcarcd its head again. A meeting
was ananged between those residents alTected and two rcprcsentatives from United
Utilities plus membels ofthe Parish Council and two Ward Courcillors .There it was
ageed tbat the residents would acrompany the United Utilities reps. to se€ ifthey
could determinejust what was causiag the problens. We are still awaiting the results-

The cost ofopening and closing the Lynton Way Play Area are of deep concem to lhe
Parish Council. Whenevcr it is left open the problem of youth misbehaviour fa.ses its
head. Therc is no doubt that locking it up each evening, and re-opening in the
moning is the answer, but this is not sustainable from the Patish's relatively small
budget .We arc curently working with residents to try to find I solution and are
delighted that the Head ofthe Department of Brvironmedal- St Helens Council has
kindly ageed to attend the Parish Council meeting, which will follow on from the
conclusion ofthis meeting, in order to hear rcpresentations from those residsffs, who
will be attending, conceming the Play Ar€a.

The funding for the Victoria Pa* Project as mentioned in the report last year
( MIN. 147 16/03/10) is now expected to be confirmed, which is hemendous news.

Following the May 2010 elections Cllr. Ken Roughley, unfortunately, lost his seat on
the Borough Council .
This was a particularly sad time for both Nancy ard myselfbecause I felt that we
worked well as a team. We miss Ken s humour. We miss his commitrnent- his skill
with the computer and administrative excellence. we would like to publicly thank
him, here and now, for all the help and fond memories that we enjoyed together.

May we also thank all members ofthe Parish Council for their help and commitrnent
over the last twelve montbs, an{ also, it goes without saying, thanks to our ever
diligent Clerk, L€n, without whose input none of us could function.

(d) LATCiNALCA4APTCiSLCC
The Clerk re-iteraled the value ofthese organisations as a source ofreference and
advice, esp€cially with any new pnctices and administration beirg introduced by the
ngw coalition government.

(e)Yqlu@ry_Orgsa!4!9nsr
St Helens & Halton CVS
The new set up appears to b€ functioning well, and earlier problems in receiving the
bulletins have now been resolved.



(fl Ecclesfi eld Spors Faciliw
Drainage now working well afier problerns caused by heavy sno*fall. Problems
p€rsist over use of the car park.

(e) NW St Hclens Crimc Pravsntion Panel
Ttre Chairman gave information about the activities of this gtoup, which meets every
month. The Police raise money to help o.g. to provide a bell for puses to help prevcnt
thefts made when people are shopping.

(h)Sports Council
Cllr. W. Asbcroft gave the following report on the Sports Council;"I have attended several meetilgs this year and been deeply impressed by the
commitment ofthis group, in continuing their activities to enaourage participation in
all kinds of sport.

They are now working closely with the Council's Sports deparhngnt.
The Sports Couocil are able to offer any club, registered with them, CRB Checks for
only fI0.00, which compares very favourably with the normal cost of!60+.

I am particularly delighted that the Chaiman of the Sports Council was awarded the"St Helens Special Award for Services to Culture" al the Cultural Awards Ceremony
last month.
This is well deserved as Roy commits most ofhis waking life to the betlermont of
Sport."

155. Public Comment
No public coFment was madc

The meeling closed at 7.30pm.

Signed *-------- Date------:---
Chaiman


